
WORLDWIDE PRAYER VIGIL
COME. SEE. HEAR. ENCOUNTER.



For 23 years, Eucharistic Adoration night has been the summit of FOCUS’ conferences. This 
night is a powerful experience as thousands of individuals fall to their knees before our 
Lord in the Eucharist and receive his mercy in the sacrament of confession. This year will 
be no different. Instead of gathering in a conference center, we will gather in thousands of 
locations around the world to be united in prayer for our Church, our world and our local 
communities. This is a time to actively engage in prayer together and encounter our Lord in 
a real and profound way. 

“IF YOU KNEW THE GIFT OF GOD!” THE WONDER OF PRAYER IS REVEALED BESIDE THE WELL 
WHERE WE COME SEEKING WATER: THERE, CHRIST COMES TO MEET EVERY HUMAN BEING. IT 
IS HE WHO FIRST SEEKS US AND ASKS US FOR A DRINK. JESUS THIRSTS; HIS ASKING ARISES 
FROM THE DEPTHS OF GOD’S DESIRE FOR US. WHETHER WE REALIZE IT OR NOT, PRAYER IS 
THE ENCOUNTER OF GOD’S THIRST WITH OURS. GOD THIRSTS THAT WE MAY THIRST FOR HIM.

CCC 2065

SCHEDULE FOR LIVESTREAM
• Fr. Mike Schmitz concludes the keynote and says a prayer to transition to 

Adoration 
• The monstrance is processed in while music is playing. There will be a short 

procession through the audience. 
• After the monstrance is placed on the altar, prayer teams and confessions 

will be available. 
• 20 minutes of praise and worship  
• Followed by 20 minutes of silence  
• Another 20 minutes of praise and worship. 
• Livestream Prayer Vigil will end with Benediction.

Saturday February 6, 2021 | 9:30-10:30 p.m. CST 



Parish Led Prayer Vigil

FOR PARISHES WHO PURCHASED A PARISH PACK OR SMALL GROUP PACK AND ARE 
INVOLVING PARISHIONERS IN THE CONFERENCE

Draft a schedule for the Prayer Vigil. You can use the one above as a model or design your own. Be 
sure to allow time for silence. 

Consider how you might offer the following elements: 

• Confessions—this can be one of the most powerful elements at our in-person conferences, if 
it is an option for your parish we highly recommend it! 

• Praise and Worship Music—this should be prayerful music, refer the SEEK21 Inspiration Guide 
on ideas for appropriate songs if needed 

• A Meditation or Reflection—the priest or deacon may lead the group in a meditation on a pas-
sage from Scripture, the power of the Eucharist, God’s mercy and love for them, etc. 

• A Transition into Prayer—this could be watching the Saturday keynote, having a witness talk, 
the priest sharing the impact of Adoration, etc. 

• Servers, Incense, Candles—optional, but these physical elements can help create a prayerful 
environment for participants to encounter the Lord 

• Intercessory prayer—see below for specific petitions and options for incorporating this element

HOW TO HOST A PRAYER VIGIL
Here are some tips/direction for how you can host the Prayer Vigil. Your local group can 
design the Prayer Vigil according to your needs and COVID-19 regulations in your area.  
Some will have parishes that have a parish staff who will plan and host Adoration in the 
main sanctuary.  Others will be small groups who have permission from their local pastor 
to open up the Church for prayer.  Others will gather with their small group on Zoom, in 
their living room, or another quiet place to pray.  Each setting may follow a slightly different 
layout and schedule—the main principle is to PRAY TOGETHER in union with thousands of 
others around the world.

The prayer vigil remains the summit of the SEEK21 experience, so be sure to include it in 
your conference schedule.  The master schedule will live-stream a keynote from Fr. Mike 
Schmitz and Hilary Draftz 8:15pm CST and will move straight from the keynote into a time 
of Eucharistic Adoration.  Please schedule 45-60 minutes to actively engage in prayer to-
gether at this time or at another time that works for your group. 

Your group can meet virtually or in person for this time together.  You will have an option 
to livestream the Prayer Vigil from our studio, but we encourage this to be a time of active 
prayer with one another. 



Host Led Prayer Vigil at a Parish

FOR THOSE PARISHIONERS WHO ARE HOSTING A SMALL GROUP PACK AND WOULD LIKE 
TO HAVE THE PRAYER VIGIL AT THE PARISH, OPEN TO NON-CONFERENCE ATTENDEES

Work with Father on the schedule and ask what he would like to do. Volunteer to do as much of the 
planning, work and delegation as possible to alleviate any burden on the parish. 

Follow the liturgical guidelines of your parish in regards to the options listed above.

Follow the COVID-19 guidelines of your parish. 

Ask the parish to make an announcement or publish in the bulletin that Adoration is open to the entire 
parish community. Consider making personal invitations to those you invited to SEEK21 but may have 
been too busy or had other conflicts. 

Pray through the petitions listed below—this is not necessary, but could be a great way to engage your 
participants who have never done intercessory prayer before. There are several options listed to help 
you adapt this to the comfortability of your group, logistical needs, or preferences of your parish priest :

• Option 1: Have Father or the group leader open in prayer and invite the whole group to pray out 
loud as they feel called as you move through each petition 

• Option 2: Read one of the petitions at a time and allow a couple minutes for participants to si-
lently add their own intentions 

• Option 3: Give participants a list of the petitions to pray through on their own during Adoration 

Prayer Vigil at Home/Virtually/Or Another Location

FOR THOSE PRAYING WITH THEIR SMALL GROUP AT HOME, ON ZOOM, OVER THE PHONE, 
OR AT THE PARISH  

You could have Adoration livestreamed on a screen, either from the SEEK21 International Prayer Vigil 
or search live Adoration on YouTube for other options. You can also set aside the space for prayer by 
lighting a few candles, hanging a crucifix or holy image, or playing a few minutes of quiet praise and 
worship music before getting started.  

Remind your group of the importance of praying together: Use one of the passages below to set the 
tone for praying together in a small group—some folks may have never done this before. 

“Intercession is like a “leaven” in the heart of the Trinity. It is a way of penetrating the Father’s heart and 
discovering new dimensions which can shed light on concrete situations and change them. We can say 
that God’s heart is touched by our intercession, yet in reality he is always there first. What our interces-
sion achieves is that his power, his love and his faithfulness are shown ever more clearly in the midst of 
the people.” (Evangeli Gaudium 283) 

Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my 
Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I in the midst of them.” 
(Matthew 18:20) 



Prayer Vigil Petitions 
Spend at least 5 minutes praying with each 

We pray for our local Bishop(s) and local priests 
“A good shepherd lays down his life for his sheep.” — John 10:11 
“Therefore, from the day we heard this, we do not cease praying for you and asking that you 
may be filled with the knowledge of his will through all spiritual wisdom and understanding 
to live in a manner worthy of the Lord, so as to be fully pleasing, in every good work bearing 
fruit and growing in the knowledge of God” — Colossians 1:9-10 

We pray for our local city leaders 
“Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation.” — Psalm 25:5 
“First of all, then, I ask that supplications, prayers, petitions, and thanksgivings be offered for 
everyone, for kings and for all in authority, that we may lead a quiet and tranquil life in all de-
votion and dignity. This is good and pleasing to God our savior, who wills everyone to be saved 
and to come to knowledge of the truth.” — 1 Timothy 2:1-4 

We pray for the poor and lonely (both physically and spiritually) 
“Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help 
you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” — Isaiah 41:10 

We pray for those who are suffering and for healing 
“Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened, and I will give you rest.” — Matthew 11:28 

We pray for a strengthening of marriage and family life 
“So that they may be one, as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may be brought to 
perfection as one, that the world may know that you sent me, and that you loved them even as 
you loved me.” — John 17:22-23 

We pray for God to raise up witnesses & missionarydisciples in our families, parish & city  
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all I have commanded you. And 
behold I will be with you always until the end of the age” — Matthew 28:16-20 
“The harvest is abundant but the laborers are few; so ask the master of the harvest to send out 
laborers for his harvest” — Luke 10:2 

We pray for the personal needs and private intentions of each member of our small group 
“I do not cease to give thank for you, remembering you in my prayers, that the God of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowl-
edge of him” — Ephesians 1:16-17


